Hotel Palazzo Montemartini – Rome
Objectives
The building, which was property of a public institution, is located in Largo Montemartini in Rome, a few metres away from Termini railway station. The building had a very imposing structure and needed to be converted into a 5-star hotel. This had to be done with two main objectives in mind, i.e. respecting the splendid historical and cultural setting it had to fit into, and creating highly comfortable interiors with a strong character through the perfect integration of materials and technologies.
Restoring a building whose original appearance you want to maintain and enhance can be even more demanding than redesigning it altogether. The environmental setting and external architectural elements are inevitably extremely important as they create, together with the building itself, a complex that reflects on the perception of the user in front of it. To create a unique complex, both in terms of architectural features and comfort, it is therefore essential to consider every planning choice carefully because the building and the exterior influence each other and the message they convey to the user.
Project
The analysis of the historical and cultural aspects was fundamental for the restoration of the existing Hotel Montemartini. The building is in Rome city centre in a setting of great historical significance. It is characterised by the remains of the Baths of Diocletian and the Servian Wall, Rome’s earliest wall.
The pre-existing building, Palazzo Monteni, dates back to the late Nineteenth century. Originally, it served as a depot and waiting room of the Società Romana Tramways. The building underwent several modifications and expansions over the years. Eighty-five rooms were obtained in this 8000 m2 complex, which stands out for its unique design. The complex also houses common rooms, restaurants, service areas, and a spa. 
The current project includes the removal of internal walls to leave only the structural elements, the consolidation of the weight-bearing structures with steel reinforcements, and, subsequently, the creation of the infill and internal walls for the new 5-star hotel.
The intervention was carried out by starting from the top (where the suites are), and then went down floor by floor until the lobby. 
Multiple Knauf systems were used for this project, including the drywall system for all the perimeter and internal walls, the curved ceilings mainly in the exclusive suites, and floating floors. This set of solutions has allowed the creation of unique and exclusive rooms with outstanding architectural elements and a fantastic play of light.
As for the exteriors, as it often happens, the designers were dealing with a classic and solemn building. Maintaining and enhancing these characteristics was an interesting challenge, which the design team took on successfully, using carefully selected colours, such as white, typical of neoclassical purity, and ochre yellow, which hints at the colour of the stones used in the ancient Roman architectural tradition.
The presence of the Servian Wall remains, just a few metres away from the building, had quite an impact on the design choices. The walls were exploited to create ambience and were enhanced through the pitched stone and lawn courtyard, thereby creating shapes and colours that constitute a setting where the present and the past coexist harmoniously.
Maintaining the same dialogue between ancient and modern was the guideline for the interiors too. The new and large spatial units were designed according to the original architectural features without neglecting modern elements. Formal, texture, and colour solutions also enhance the value of the building. The new Hotel Montemartini stands out for its modern rooms, but the existing elements were maintained as much as possible through conservative repair interventions in the lobby, the former ticket office, the stairs, and the common rooms on the first floor. 
In the lobby, in particular, the walls covered with backlit yellow onyx squares embody a modern solution that at the same time hints at the colour of the marble used for the old flooring, as well as the ochre yellow of the façade and the Servian Wall. 
The black colour of the original decorations of the floors and walls was enhanced by a black stone slab, which shapes the fountain in the lounge bar. This way, water becomes an important architectural element that creates a direct connection with the Baths of Diocletian, which are extremely close and visible from many rooms.
Interventions
Knauf materials were chosen to obtain aesthetic solutions that integrate technical systems and achieve high performance in terms of occupant comfort. The result is a cutting-edge building from both an energy efficiency and aesthetic point of view. Knauf materials were also chosen to meet the fire-protection requirements set out in the regulations in force. Their speedy installation has helped reduce construction site operating times. Moreover, they avoid heavy and large-thickness solutions, which is always the best thing to do when you restore ancient buildings.
Wall linings
The existing internal perimeter walls were covered with W623 and W625 lining systems. Both these systems were designed to ensure high thermal insulation. They both have a metal framework that contains a layer of Isoroccia mineral wool insulation panels and a double layer of exposed Knauf plasterboard. The main differences between these two systems are the anchoring and the metal profiles used. Knauf W623 is anchored directly to the existing wall, whereas W625 is a self-supporting wall.
Walls
The walls that divide the hotel’s interiors were all built with the drywall system using Knauf products. The Knauf systems used were W112 for the interior partition walls, W115+1 for walls dividing two rooms (and, in general, wherever higher sound insulation was required), and W111 for separating the service areas. The first of the three wall systems consists of a single metal framework that holds a double layer of plasterboard on each side. A layer of Ekovetro panels was used for thermal insulation. The W115+1 system features two metal frameworks filled with Knauf Ekovetro insulation panels, two layers of Knauf plasterboard on each side, and a layer of cavity slabs for sound insulation. The W111 system consists of a single layer of Knauf plasterboard on each side, anchored to a single metal framework that is also insulated by Knauf Ekovetro panels.
The only exceptions are found in areas that require high humidity resistance, such as internal bathroom walls, for which the Aquapanel Indoor system was used, or great fire protection, for which the Knauf GKF fireboard and F-Zero slabs with reaction to fire class A1 were used.
Ceilings
Three Knauf solutions were used for the suspended ceilings, all of which are attached to the existing ceiling, supporting a layer of Knauf plasterboard. The main difference between these three solutions (D111, D112, and D113) lies in the metal framework used for anchoring the suspended ceiling to the existing horizontal partition. The D111 system consists of a single metal framework and is a very lightweight solution; however, it’s less convenient than the other two due to the limited space between the coating and the ceiling above. The double metal framework of the D112 system and the non-overlapping double metal framework of D113 allow for a more effective management of the suspended ceiling.
Other solutions
The building was restored by also making use of special solutions, which have allowed it to achieve the highest performance and aesthetic standards. One of these solutions is the Knauf Gifafloor floor system used to create the raised floor in the breathtaking lobby. Then there’s also the Knauf Knaufixy system, which consists of metal profiles that can curve in any direction to create curved ceilings and walls and achieve the aesthetic result that the intervention aimed for.
